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Routes 1-7 around Bromham Parish 

Report of Feedback from residents. 

August 2020 

 

Between the 18th and 23rd August, using the NDP Facebook page, 7 routes around the village and 

linking the hamlets, were described using a map along with photographs and a few open questions 

designed to start a conversation and get feedback on the Routes. (appendix 1) 

This generated a flurry of responses, engagements and comments, becoming one of the most popular 

posts so far. (Appendix 2) 

There were a number of common themes arising: 

Maintenance: All routes, with exception of R4, were reported as having maintenance issues. Most 

common being overgrown, particularly around stiles. Overgrowth was mostly of nettle and brambles. 

There were also reports of uneven paths, slippery cobbles and narrowing, all contributing to making 

it more difficult to access the routes by foot, pushchair, cycle, horse or mobility scooter.  

Lighting: Only R1 and R2 were reported to have concerns about lighting. Some respondents thought 

it was adequate and others would like more lighting. Respondents used the path all year round, and 

would have use of a torch when dark.  

Safety: All but R7 mentioned safety. R1,R2 and R4 all offered safe alternative routes to parts of the 

Parish which the road does not offer. These were connecting routes to the hamlets of Westbrook, St 

Edith’s Marsh, Holbrook, Loophill and Netherstreet. Additionally, paths were used as safe routes for 

families within the village to link with the school and access the village amenities. 

Links and Connecting Paths: All routes have a link or connection mentioned. R1,R2,R3 and R6 links 

people with the school and village centre. R5and R6 link to Westbrook, Pub and further pubic ROW in 

the Parish. R7 links Netherstreet with village, however, several respondents were unaware of the 

existence of these paths. 

Barriers to Use: The hard surface of R1 was found to be narrow in places, have pot holes and get 

overgrown which made the use of the path by people with mobility scooters and pushchairs more 

difficult. The presence of cows and a bull in the field on R3 was worrying and stiles on R6 were 

impossible for some people to negotiate. 
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Close Roads: R1, The Pound/Horsepool respondents reported that they felt vehicular traffic was 

travelling too fast and there was no safe pedestrian route along this road. R7, the A342 between Hawk 

street and Yard lane was reported as being too narrow for pushchairs and one respondent had been 

injured by the wing mirror of a passing car. 

Use of Routes: The majority respondents accessed the routes for walking, either for recreational 

purposes, such as walking the dog (the most common reason cited), for accessing village amenities 

and commuting to school. Exercise, such as running/jogging/cycling and recreational use like horse 

riding and scooters were also cited, but much less frequent than dog walking. Routes were also used 

for social visits to family, friends and community facilities such as the pub. 

Frequency of use: The majority of respondents stated that they used the routes frequently, most daily 

and some several times a day. A small number of respondents used the routes occasionally and only 

one particular route had never been used by a tiny minority.   

Value of Routes:  R1 drew the most comments for its value to the community. It was cited as the most 

important path in the village by numerous respondents for its connectivity, all weather surface, 

openness, views and safety. It has been in use for over 40yrs and many generations of families have 

used it as a route to and from the school. Other routes were valued for their natural features, trees, 

streams and fields. Some routes were valued for evoking memories of days gone by and its views 

across the Parish. Some routes had wildflowers and free produce, eg blackberries.  
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Appendix 1-NDP Facebook Posts 

 

a)  

Our Neighbourhood Plan can make a strong, locally detailed argument for retaining improving and 

adding to the network of paths into, out of and around the settlements in the parish. 

What is clear from the initial consultation (2018) is that we value the connectivity that the linear village 

form offers in terms of walking to reach friends and family. 

So we are interested to find out which routes in the Parish are being used, how they are used (walk, 

cycle, ride, push prams, wheelchairs, mobility scooters) and where are they connecting. 

Routes will be posted and we would appreciate some feedback from you on its use. 

 

b) Route 1 (Brom29) 

The Pound to Jockey Lane 

How often would you use this route in a week? 

Is there a local name for this path? 

            

 

c)  

Thanks for your responses. The purpose of the posts (look out for more in the coming days of other 

routes in the village) is that our Neighbourhood Plan can make a strong, locally detailed argument for 

retaining, improving and adding to the network of paths into, out of and around Bromham. 

As part of our on going consultation to help write sections of the plan we are interested to find out 

which routes in the Parish are being used, how they are used (walk, cycle, ride, push prams, 

wheelchairs, mobility scooters) and what people think of them. All of the steering group members live 

within the Parish and have an understanding of the importance of our local paths, however it's the 

responses to our consultation that can either confirm or raise a different perspective of our group 

understanding of the village. 

 

d) Route 2 (Brom13 and Brom15) 

Horsepool to Village Centre 
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Do you use this route? 

What purpose do you use this route? 

Is there a local name? 

Any difficulties using this route? 

 

 

e) Route 3 (Brom38) 

The Chantry to Loophill 

What reason would you use this route for? 

Is it easy to access and traverse? 

Does it have a local name? 

What do you like about this route? 

     

 

f) Route 4 (Brom35 and Brom23) 

New Road to Hawk Street to St Ediths Marsh  

What would you use this route for? 

Does it have a local name for the different sections? 

What is special to you about this route? 
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g) Route 5 (Brom1a) 

Stoney Lane 

Why would you use this route? 

How often would you use this route? 

Could this route be improved? 

What do you like about the route? 

 

 

h) Route 6 (Brom79 and Brom5) 

Huntsmead to Westbrook 

Why would you use this path? eg Dog walking, recreational, accessing Westbrook or Village? 

What do you like about this route? 

What would you change about this route to make it better? 
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i) Route7 (Brom18 and Brom19)Devizes Road or Yard Lane to Netherstreet 

What would you use this route for? 

How many times a week would you use it? 

Could the route be improved? 

 

 

Appendix 2-summary of feedback 

 

a) 168 responses   17 engagements  1 comment  

‘I walk the paths of Bromham every day with my dog, during this lockdown and distancing. The paths 

have been invaluable’ 

 

b)  Route 1 (Brom29) known as the allotments path  

512 responses   222 engagements  57 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 18 cycling 3 dog walking 9 running/jogging 2 mobility/pushchairs 2 

Frequency of use: 

Frequently/most days/all the time 10  daily 10  several times a day 3 

Themes arising: 

Lighting :  

 question is it used in Winter? ‘Yes, I believe it is thanks to the lights across the allotments which 

help.’ 

 ‘Path is well lit. I take a torch as I head off over the fields at the end’ 

 ‘But we do still use the paths with head torches in winter. Would be great if they were better 

lit though’ 

 I do think it could benefit from some more lighting however, there are some dark patches 

between each street light ‘ 
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Maintenance:  

 ‘hard to get through with a pram or wheelchair in areas because of the overgrown stinging 

nettles now.’ 

 ‘smooth enough, too many bumps and pot holes’  for mobility scooter 

 ‘The Pound end of the path is really overgrown for the pushchair, with some of the grass etc 

at his eye level across the path’ 

Safety: 

 ‘It is our children’s safe route to and from school’ 

 ‘nearly ploughed into by a dpd van that was driving way to fast down there - exactly why the 

allotment path is so important and always used’ 

 ‘is the most safe way to walk in the village away from traffic and noise which can be a problem’ 

 ‘our safe route to the village and school from pound end’ 

 ‘safe route for walkers of children and not forgetting elderly residents’ 

 ‘safe route for running to avoid the road which has no pavement and is narrow’ 

Connecting route: 

 ‘It links the village together’ 

 ‘for getting from one part of the village to another without having to take my life into my 

hands on the main road which becomes more like a racetrack every day’ 

 ‘link the village avoiding the road as the section between Horsepool Lane and the Pound ‘ 

 ‘path is important to the village I think most villagers would be unhappy if it were not there’ 

 ‘Main walking route to the village from pound end’ 

 ‘route lots of people use to get to the school, social centre and village shop’ 

Speed restriction on main road: 

 Question to reduce to 20mph ‘I would imagine it might reduce speeds and also deter people 

using the village as a cut through. I also wonder if we had little markers coming into the village 

like they do in Upavon for example it might make drivers more sensitive to the way they drive 

through?’ 

 ‘I think 30mph is fine if people stick to it! 100% there needs to be signage around Horsepool 

Lane’ 

 ‘I agree with comments about the speed of traffic through Horsepool’ 

 ‘Adherence to the designated speed limit would be a helpful start? ‘ 

 ‘traffic calming as in Derryhill, then you have 24/7 control , it works’ 

Value: 

 ‘A lot of people use the bench in the middle too……. it’s a lovely spot to take in the views’ 
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 ‘its one of the really important things about our village’ 

 ‘it’s a hard surface so accessible in all weather’ 

 ‘The distance from development and the road is the reason it is the MOST used path in the 

village! 

 ‘It wouldn’t be right for that path to be just another path in the middle of a housing estate 

 ‘I’ve lived in Bromham my entire life as has all my family, and this route/path has been and 

continues to be a seriously important pathway’ 

 ‘this path is important to the village I think most villagers would be unhappy if it were not 

there’ 

 ‘in the 1970s the Parish Council negotiated with the County Council to provide that tarmaced 

path across from the Pound to the Centre of the Village particularly with the School Children 

in mind’ 

 

 

c) 198 responses  47 engagements  6 comments 

 

Themes arising: 

Informal linking path connecting rights of way: 

 ‘the continuation of the path leading south from the Millennium Field… At present on the map, 

if you want to go to Abbotswood, you have to turn left at Crow's Hill Farm, go past Bernie's 

warehouse and turn right along New Road, then right at the bend, thus going three sides of a 

square. Most people just carry straight on past Crow's Hill Farm, 

 ‘a useful and safer path connecting the two public rights of way which avoids having to walk 

along the road which has no pavement and is narrow’ 

 ‘Bromham Footpath Group use it frequently for some of their local walks’ 

 

 

d)  Route 2 (Brom13 and Brom15)  

301 responses  113 engagements  11 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 7       cycling/scooter 2    dog walking 2    running/jogging 1 mobility/pushchairs 1 

Frequency of use: 

Frequently/most days/all the time 5  daily 3  several times a day 2 

Themes arising: 
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Lighting: 

 ‘but well paved and lit further along’ 

 ‘Lighting would be beneficial’ 

 ‘agree with previous comments about lighting’ 

Maintanance: 

 ‘overgrown between rectory corner and at the back of Breech Close’. 

 ‘entrance at Horsepool Lane does become overgrown…. getting a pushchair through there can 

be challenging at certain times’ 

 ‘overgrown behind Breach Close and down the alley (where the wooden fences are’ 

 ‘Bit overgrown in places, but passable. 

 ‘a bit overgrown at times.’ 

 ‘Someone or organisation mows a path between the end of horsepool Lane and breech close 

which is greatly appreciated’ 

 ‘It’s overgrown if you turn left towards the car park ( before reaching breech close)’ 

Safety: 

 ‘very school day for the school runs as its safest for scooters/bikes etc’ 

 

Observations: 

 ‘Lots of lovely wild flowers and blackberry bushes in the area to be enjoyed’ 

 

e) Route 3 (Brom38) 

251 responses  80  engagements  11 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 5  dog walking 4  link to village 2 

Frequency of use: 

Occasionally 4  Frequently 2  daily 1  several times a day 1 

Themes arising: 

Maintenance: 

 ‘stile in the photo is a bit flimsy’ 

 ‘the stiles that need maintenance’ 

 ‘top stile is tricky and the bottom path is narrow, steep and can get overgrown 

Safety: 

 ‘pretty muddy so have slipped down more than once’ 

 ‘.when the weather's icy, the bit by the houses at the bottom is lethal’ 
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 ‘presence of a bull is slightly off-putting’ 

 ‘challenges, the steepness, the cows in summer’ 

Value: 

 ‘great views from the path’ 

 

f) Route 4 (Brom35 and Brom23) known as Council Track or Chapps Butt 

300 responses  91 engagements  15 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 12 cycling 6 dog walking 9    running/jogging 6     horse riding 1      village link 3 

Frequency of use: 

Frequently/most days/all the time 6  daily 4   several times a day 1 

Themes arising: 

Safety: 

 ‘route to village from Hawkstreet and Holbrook avoids driving or cycling on main road’ 

 ‘use this path to visit family in Hawk street and St Ediths Marsh’ 

 

g) Route 5 (Brom1a)known as Stoney Lane 

290 responses  83  engagements  16 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 11 cycling 1 dog walking 3  horse riding 1 

Frequency of use: 

Occasionally 5   Frequently/regulary 8   daily 0   

Themes arising: 

Maintenance: 

 ‘very overgrown…. I know some kind locals have maintained the path as it gets very muddy’ 

 ‘It gets quite overgrown’ 

 ‘needs quite a lot of regular clearing to keep its width’ 

 ‘Very overgrown in the summer, plenty of nettle to sting you with’ 

Safety: 

 ‘main problem is how slippery the stones get’ 

 ‘cobbles at the top are extremely slippy’ 

 ‘Used only in the dryer weather as it gets very muddy and wet and slippery’ 

 ‘Love this walk but does get very slippery so only use it when dry. 

 ‘Slippery when wet’ 
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 ‘I love this walk but the cobbles get very slippery , so don’t use it as much as I used to’ 

 ‘cycled along, but far too slippery and uneven over the cobbles’ 

Observation: 

 ‘It would be great if there was a footpath along the A3102 from Stoney Lane to Westbrook’ 

 ‘lovely memories of this route. My Dad used to take us down there on a Sunday afternoon 

picking cobnuts’ 

 ‘for the stream and lovely fields and woods it goes through’ 

h) Route 6 (Brom79 and Brom5) 

226 responses  52  engagements  11 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 11  dog walking 7           village link 5 

Frequency of use: 

Occasionally 2  Frequently 6   daily 1  several times a day1 

Themes arising: 

Maintenance: 

 ‘Sometimes overgrown’ 

 ‘It gets overgrown at the stile at the bottom of the quarry field’ 

 ‘gets a bit overgrown by the stile at the edge of Stiles land’ 

 ‘Stiles is getting overgrown’ 

Safety: 

 ‘gets very boggy when it’s wet’ 

 ‘The addition of cows this summer made it quite interesting!!’ 

Observations: 

 ‘when it snows, we use it for sledging with the children’ 

 ‘trees have grown beautifully.’ 

 ‘lovely fields’ 

 ‘lovely walk onward over to Chittoe and mill but overgrown’ 

 ‘Westbrook to the village for school and shop and play park etc’ 

Barriers to use: 

 ‘I struggle a bit with stiles these days do alternatives are welcome’ 

 ‘stile is very steep on the village side’ 

 ‘first stile as you go up the hill is pretty dreadful, the ‘Ambling/Short Bromham Walking Group’ 

cannot manage it’ 

 ‘agree with what has been said about the stile- quite a tricky one ‘ 
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 ‘mentioned stile makes it impassable to many, especially if one’s legs aren’t very long!😊’ 

 ‘some of our family members can’t do it though because of the stile’ 

 

 

i) Route7 (Brom18 and Brom19)Devizes Road or Yard Lane to Netherstreet 

242 responses  65  engagements  22 comments 

Path uses: 

Walking 7 dog walking 4  running/jogging 1 village link 2 

Frequency of use: 

Never/unaware 4     occasionally 2  Frequently 5    daily 2   

Themes arising: 

Maintenance: 

 ‘Gets very overgrown crossing the little bridge in the summer, lots of nettles’ 

 ‘gets overgrown and more difficult for younger children’ 

 ‘difficult to follow many of the footpaths as they are so overgrown’ 

Safety: 

A342 footpath: 

 ‘its not maintained at all and is so overgrown you can barely walk it safely now.’ 

 ‘I was hit by a cars wing mirror last year’ 

 ‘Rowde Council and the way they managed to get the path cleared throughout their area along 

the main road. The people they got to do it done an amazing job.’ 

 ‘We used to use that path while pushing a pushchair but would never entertain the idea now 

as you would have to be in the road to get along it with anything wider than just your own 

feet.’ 

Public awareness: 

 ‘I was unaware that these paths existed!’ 

 ‘The tracks depicted don't really exist as it's farmed land’ 

 ‘I was also unaware these paths existed , please can these footpaths we have be properly 

signposted and cleared so we can regularly use them’ 

 ‘it would be a great shame to loose these walks that local folks used for generations to walk 

between villages and towns.’ 

 ‘Didn’t realise here was a footpath from the top of yard lane’ 

 

Aug 2020 


