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1.

Introduction

This report has been prepared as part of the evidence base for Bromham Neighbourhood Plan. The
objectives of the report are to:




Set out a brief history of the Parish
Update information for the Conservation Area
Identify any heritage assets which are of local significance, but are not listed (and therefore
nationally significant)

The Bromham Conservation Area Statement (2002) together with the Wiltshire Historic Environment
Record (HER) provided useful starting points to identify features that might meet the criteria of a
‘Locally Valued Unlisted Heritage Asset’. The Conservation Area Statement identifies features that
make that make ‘positive contributions’ to the character of the Bromham Conservation Area and the
wider Parish. The website Know Your Place Wiltshire1, which contains historic maps and HER
information has also been a key tool in researching this report.
The Bromham Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group also gathered suggestions from the community
for locally heritage assets and possible areas to enhance or improve in the Conservation Area. The
community were asked for their suggestions via the Plan website https://bromhamnpsg.org/, an
article in the Bromham Hoot and through the Neighbourhood Plan facebook group.
Please note – this report is DRAFT and we welcome any comments or questions.
This report sets out a brief history of the Parish in section 2 and in section 3 a brief update to the
Conservation Area Assessment. Section 4 relates to listed buildings in the Parish, and section 5 to
unlisted, but locally valued heritage assets.
Policy Context
Section 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – Conserving and enhancing the
historic environment, sets out how heritage assets are “an irreplaceable resource, and should
be conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for
their contribution to the quality of life of existing and future generations” (para 184).
Further guidance is contained in the Planning Practice Guidance Note – Historic Environment
(July 2019)
Heritage assets are defined in the Wiltshire Core Strategy as:
• listed buildings
• conservation areas
• scheduled ancient monuments
• registered parks and gardens
• registered battlefields
• world heritage sites
• non-designated heritage assets such as buildings and archaeological sites of regional and local
interest.
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Core Policy 58 (Ensuring the conservation of the historic environment) outlines how development
“should protect, conserve and where possible enhance the historic environment.” All heritage assets
are covered as well as ‘non-designated heritage assets, which contribute to a sense of local
character and identity’ will be conserved, and where possible enhanced.
2. Overview of the History of Bromham
Bromham - (Saxon - ‘broom ham or hamm’ referring to the broom grown in the vicinity).
Bromham has a rich and interesting recorded history which dates back to the Mesolithic period.
Mesolithic tools and waste have been found on five sites in the village, added to the recording of the
discovery of a Neolithic arrowhead found to the west of the village, and a Bronze Age flint knife to
the south of Battle House point to the area having been inhabited for many centuries. There is also
evidence that a Roman road ran along the base of Roundway Hill, with pottery fragments and coins
having been discovered in 1934.
The existence of a small Benedictine monastery in Bromham was recorded in Anglo-Saxon times,
though the date of its founding is not recorded. Research suggests this monastery was sited on what
is today known as The Common. There would have been a good water supply there to provide
power to the mill and for daily living requirements. Possibly the only lasting acknowledgment to the
monastery is Abbotswood Farm. Records show there was a link with Bradenstoke Priory, and
Malmesbury Abbey was the mother house.
The building of Bromham church, which is still a key landmark within the village today, commenced
between 1086 and 1094. Since the construction of the original Norman building there have been
significant changes and extensions to the building, most notably during medieval times and later in
the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. Of significant note is the medieval ceiling in the Beauchamp
Chapel (which is now often referred to as Bayntun Chapel). The manor, monastery, church and all
their lands were bestowed on the Abbot of St. Martin’s Abbey at Battle in Sussex by William ll in
1094.
Following the ‘Dissolution of the Monasteries’ by Henry VIII, Battle manor, church and lands of
‘Bromham Battle’ were bought from the king by Sir Edward Bayntun (1480-1544). In addition to
Bromham Battle Manor (near where Battle House now stands) Sir Edward Bayntun had previously
extended the larger Manor House in Bromham (known as Bromham Manor) on the area now
occupied by Bromham House Farm. Here he twice entertained King Henry Vlll in 1535 on his way to
and from Wolfhall, the home of the Seymour family. King James also stayed at Bromham House
three times, between 1618 and 1623. It was reported the house cost fifteen thousand pounds to
construct and could house 700 people.
Bromham House passed down three generations to Sir Edward Bayntun (1618-1679). After the
Battle of Roundway Down (July 1643) there were doubts over Sir Edward’s allegiances, it was
thought he was a reformist. It was destroyed by fire in 1645 by Royalist troops, from Devizes. Sir
Edward then built his new manor at Spye Park and Battle House remained the Dowager House.
Bromham retains some medieval and Tudor buildings, notably Porch House, 2 The Chantry, Church
House and Battle House within the Conservation area, and all within close proximity to the church.
From medieval times there was a thriving weaving industry in Bromham and the surrounding area;
the wool being easily obtained from the hundreds of sheep grazed on the downs. The industry
continued to be a source of employment until the 18th century, though it was much reduced after
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the mid 17th century. With the development of the Spinning Jenny in the mid 18th Century, and
factories in the north of England, the weavers in southern England became redundant.
The rich agricultural soil which surrounds Bromham again became the main source of employment
and industry with produce being sold to neighbouring towns and villages, and grain being milled in
local mills. The land surrounding the village continues this tradition of market gardening, providing
employment and vegetables to the local area. There was also a thriving ale brewing industry with
numerous public houses within the village. Bankside on Church Hill was at one time a brewery.
The church of St Nicholas is not the only place of worship within the conservation area, or indeed
within the wider village. In 1677 a Quaker’s meeting house with burial ground attached was built on
The Common, The Chapel being demolished in the late 1800s. In Netherstreet a Methodist Chapel
was opened in 1848, it finally closed in 1950 and is now a private dwelling.
Chittoe Chapel was built in 1840, with the parish church being built close by five years later,
although records show there was a chapel in Chittoe in 1537, though no trace of this remains. In
1882 Major Spicer paid for the Methodist Chapel to be moved and rebuilt at its present site at
Chittoe Heath. This was due to acrimony between the two congregations as the Methodist’s singing
disturbed the services in the Church. St Mary’s Church closed in the 1980s and is now a private
dwelling, services at the Methodist Chapel ceased in 2018. The Methodist Chapel on Church Hill was
built in 1799, and is still in use today. The second Baptist Chapel can be found at the end of The
Leaze, which replaces the original built in 1828, and was built in 1873. This is now a private dwelling.
Close to the Baptist Chapel is St Nicholas Primary School. The Victorian part was built in 1867, but
Bromham had a school as early as the 16th century and there have been several schools in
Bromham since then.
There are many listed tombs in the church graveyard, perhaps the most notable one being of the
Irish poet Thomas Moore (1779-1852) who lived in Sloperton Cottage at Westbrook. Records
suggest that burials took place on this site since Norman times and may be three deep, hence the
churchyard being higher than the street level and the height of the church wall having been
increased in the past. Also of note in and around the church wall is the timber and stone lock up. The
date it was first used is not recorded but is certainly 18th century and possibly late 17th century.
The village war memorial to both world wars was dedicated on 30th November 1919 and is situated
on the corner of High Street looking towards New Road.
At the outbreak of World War Two St Edith’s House stood empty and in April 1940 it was
requisitioned by the War Office. During the war several detachments of both British and American
troops were stationed there, being housed either in the house or one of the many Nissan huts that
were erected in the grounds. The last regiment left the grounds in December 1945, when protracted
discussions began to return the property to its then owner, Mr Rendell, and the level of
compensation to be paid in respect of damage caused. It has since been a private residence.

(a summary of this can also be used in the introduction of the Neighbourhood Plan)
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3.

Conservation Area

Since the Civic Amenities Act 1967, over 9,000 Conservation Areas have been designated as
areas of special architectural or historic interest in England, and the historic core of Bromham is a
designated Conservation Area. A Conservation Area is, in law, an area of special architectural and
historic interest. The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires Planning
Authorities to pay special attention to the ‘preserving or enhancing the character or appearance’ of
a Conservation Area.

Bromham Conservation
Area Statement was
prepared by Kennet
District in 2002 to
identify and record the
special qualities of the
village that make up its
architectural and historic
character. The map to
the right taken from the
Statement, shows the
extent of the
Conservation Area. It
provides a basis for local
development plan
policies (both at the
Wiltshire and at the
Parish level) and
development control
decisions as well as for
the formulation of
proposals for the
preservation or
enhancement of the
character or appearance
of the area.
It is an objective of the
Parish Neighbourhood
Plan that the character
and appearance of the
Bromham Conservation Area should be preserved.
The Conservation Area Statement is regarded as a key tool to achieve this objective.
As part of the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for Bromham, a Character Assessment has
been undertaken to identify the special qualities of the whole Parish has been drawn up. The Parish
wide Character Assessment includes the Conservation Area, and adds further detail to complement
and update the 2002 assessment.
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The 2002 Conservation Area Statement is considered to be a detailed and relevant part of the
evidence base which despite being nearly 20 years old, remains a sound appraisal of the Area at
2020 as necessary to help deliver on the objectives of preserving and enhancing the Conservation
Area. Some key updates are detailed below:
Geology and topography
-

The view of the village from the east has changed, to now include more hedge planting at
the village boundary, and the Breach Close development built circa 2005, shown on the right
of image below.

Origins of Development

- The row of mature trees along the High
Street boundary of Battle House continues to be
important, as shown in the image to the left.

- The Primary School was further extended in
the 21st century, obscuring the view of the
former Baptist Chapel from The Leaze, shown in
the image to the left.
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A terrace of three houses were built
on School Lane in the 21st Century, shown
in the image to the left.

Architectural and Historic Character
The Parish Church remains the
dominant building in the village; the view
towards it from New Road remains largely
unchanged as do the significant trees and
walls around it, shown in the image to the
left.

The view looking west into the
village down the High Street has changed.
Trees continue to be important in framing
the street, but some of the hedgerows
have been replaced with wooden fences,
as shown in the image to the left.
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-

The Churchyard is
no longer screened
so heavily by trees
as one has been
removed. On the
south side of the
church the
pathway through
the churchyard is
now an accessible
hard surface path,
shown in the image
to right.

-

Details and features continue to be important in contributing to local character, such as the
benchmark to the east of the church door (shown below left) and the Yew trees within the
churchyard. One of the Yew trees to the old cemetery has had significant tree surgery
(shown below right).

Building Materials and Details
- The Lock-up area in front of the church has
been improved (see images to the left) through
the removal of the parking space in front, and
the relocation of local heritage features to here,
such 18th Century cobbles (pictured below left
and 19th Century milestone (pictured below
right)
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Landscape setting and the contribution made by green spaces and trees

The centre of the
village retains a
considerable number of
important trees, however
the trees fronting the
Chantry have been
removed, shown in the
image to the left, and the
updated map below.
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Map 1: Updated Conservation Area map to show where trees have been felled since 2002
Assessment

Felled
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Problems and Eyesores
-

The village car park remains largely unchanged, with poles, litter bins and signs still
uncoordinated and relatively intrusive here (see image below top). However, the newly
constructed bus shelter adjacent to the car park uses timber, bricks and tiles, all of which are
found elsewhere in the Conservation Area (see image below bottom).

The Victorian school building is now hidden by the 21st Century extension which is more sympathetic
to its host building with a tiled pitch roof, wooden porch and constructed of red brick and stone.
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Preservation and Enhancement
-

Small details remain important not to be overlooked, for example the stone sets on Jockey
Lane which are still intact and visible (see image below, left).
Unlisted buildings, such no.6 Jockey Lane (shown in the image below, right) remain
important to the interest and character of the village

Enhancement
-

-

The central car park: The bus shelter installed since 2002 improves the connectivity and
accessibility of the area. The car park itself is still an area for enhancement; rationalization of
the electricity poles, wires, bins and signage needed.
The area at the entrance to the Chantry: Some vegetation and trees has been removed to
improve this. However, the railings are in a poor state of repair and would benefit from
sympathetic repair or replacement (see images below).
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-

The gates and railings to the old cemetery: Clearing of potentially harmful vegetation
around the stonework and railings has been undertaken in recent years. Some repairs to the
stone work have also taken place. The railings are in need of re-painting (see images below).

4. Listed Buildings
Listing marks and celebrates a building's special architectural and historic interest, and also brings it
under the consideration of the planning system, so that it can be protected for future generations
and for national heritage.
Grade I buildings are of exceptional interest, only 2.5% of listed buildings are Grade I. Grade II*
buildings are particularly important buildings of more than special interest; 5.8% of listed buildings
are Grade II*. Grade II buildings are of special interest; 91.7% of all listed buildings are in this class.
The older a building is, and the fewer the surviving examples of its kind, the more likely it is to be
listed.
In Bromham Parish there are 75 number of listed buildings, including one Grade I listed building (St
Nicolas Church) and three Grade II* buildings (Battle House, Nonsuch House and Spye Arch Lodge). A
full record of listed buildings within the parish is included in the Historic Environment Record, see
Appendix 1 to this report.
See Appendix 2 for a map and photographic record of the listed buildings within the Conservation
Area and Village Centre.
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Map 2: Overview of location of listed buildings in Bromham parish

Map 3: Inset map of listed buildings within part of the village and Conservation Area
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4.

Locally Valued / Significant Undesignated Heritage Assets

Bromham contains a number of traditional buildings that are not listed but which nevertheless are
of architectural interest and are part of what make Bromham, Bromham! Significant unlisted
heritage assets are identified in the Conservation Area Statement.
Map below: Itemised Significant Unlisted Heritage Assets (buildings and walls) as identified in the
Conservation Area Statement (2002)

Note: The map is extracted from the Statement, but updated with the Significant Unlisted Heritage
Assets being numbered.
They are included in this evidence base and the mapped assets have been identified and itemised
(see also photos in Appendix 2):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

9 and 9a The Chantry
5-8 The Chantry
2 and 4 High Street
10 High Street
4 New Road (Old Post Office)
St Nicholas School
Chapel House, The Leaze
10-13 The Leaze
1-9 The Leaze
8 Jockey Lane
6 Jockey Lane
3 Jockey Lane

Local Heritage Assets do not enjoy the levels of statutory protection afforded to nationally
designated heritage assets, however the Bromham Neighbourhood Plan can include a list of
buildings and features the value of which would have to be taken into account if a planning
application came forward that affected one or more of them.
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Historic England sets out the importance of local heritage “creating a local heritage list is a way for
local councils and communities to identify and celebrate historic buildings, archaeological sites and
designed landscapes which enrich and enliven their area. Local heritage listing has the capacity to
include all types of heritage assets; although local lists have long been developed successfully for
buildings, all heritage asset categories can benefit from the approach…local distinctiveness may lie
as much in the commonplace or everyday as it does in the rare and spectacular.”
Locally listing a heritage asset does not bring additional consent requirements over and above those
already required for planning permission. It can, however, help to inform planning decisions in a way
that conserves and enhances local character and identity. Under the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), the Government’s planning policies for England, the conservation and
contribution of locally listed heritage assets is a material consideration in planning decisions that
directly affect them, or their setting.
The list of what might qualify as a ‘Locally Valued Heritage Asset’ is long and varied and genuinely
open to things that are of real value to a local community. Here below is a list of criteria for what
might qualify for inclusion on their own Local List (based on guidance from Historic England2).
Criterion

Description

Rarity

This can include unusual assets such as cast-iron bridges and
traditional signage or more common ones of unusual architectural
style or materials.
May be representative of a particular architectural period, architect,
movement, company or group of its time, for example Quaker, railway,
Victorian and industrial.
Of importance in its architectural design, decoration or craftsmanship;
important examples of particular building types, materials and
techniques (e.g. buildings displaying technological innovation) and
significant plan forms.
Key landmark buildings or structures and buildings that strongly
contribute to a view or roofscape vista. Valued open spaces, (including
designed landscapes, streets, squares, parks, gardens, amenity and
green spaces), walls, fences, railings, street surfaces (including
cobbles, setts and grass verges). Street furniture (including signposts,
streetlights, benches, post boxes and telephone boxes).
Groupings of assets with a clear visual, design or historic relationship
(including farmyards, terraces, group form and layout), contribution to
street scene, roofscapes and perception.
An asset with artistic interest exhibiting some degree of creative skill
(including sculpture, painting, decoration, advertisements, memorials,
gates, railings, door surrounds, finials and signage).
Associated with an historical person or event of acknowledged note
(including important local figures or events, for example landowner,
commemorative event, charity, ecclesiastical or other community
group and former resident). Highly unlikely this would apply to assets
associated with a living person.
There may be evidence to suggest that a site is of significant
archaeological interest.”

Representativeness

Architectural interest

Townscape or
Landscape value

Group value

Artistic interest

Historic association

Archaeological
interest
2
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5.
Local Listing Nominations – Detailed Forms of all identified Parish wide Locally Valued
Undesignated Heritage Assets
Long List to date - to be finalised, following local call in Bromham Hoot and facebook etc.

























Cobbles and stone setts at The Lock -up, High street, 12 High Street, next to 18 High Street, 3
Jockey Lane, 1-3 The Leaze, Porch House, The Chantry
Two old telephone boxes (Model K6): Hawk Street, (ST969646) and Minty’s Top (ST964655)
VR Post Box Netherstreet & GR Post Box Hawk Street
Millennium Cross
Stone slab stile, Horsepool
Village signpost
Ancient Yew, St Nicholas Church Yard
Bridge across Stoney Lane
Ford and Railing Chittoe
Thomas Moore Grave
Cemetery Gate
Battle House Wall
White railings Stoney Lane
Stone stile Cinderburrurs
Old Houses High Street
Millennium Cross
The Church
The Greyhound
Bench at High Strett
Lock-up
Old cemetery
Church Steps and railings
Sign Post High Street
Stone mileage, High Street

See ‘Local Heritage – Evidence Collection Note’ in shared folder for detailed next steps, summarised
below:
SG to produce draft shortlist and identify them on a map.
PS will then check the shortlist.
SG/Parish Council to check with relevant owners. PS can advise.
SG to fill out forms as below for each asset to be included. This can draw on any nominations
submitted by wider community.
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Name and location of the nomination
Cobbles and stone setts at Porch House, The Chantry ( ST962651 ), the Lock -up, High street
(ST963652 ), 12 High Street (ST963651 ), 18 High Street (ST963652) , 3 Jockey Lane ( ST964652), 1-3
The Leaze (ST964652 ).
Short description of the nomination

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity
Representativeness
Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value
Group value
Artistic interest
Historic association
Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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Name and location of the nomination
Two old telephone boxes (Model K6): Hawk Street, (ST969646 ) and Mintys Top ( ST964655)

Short description of the nomination - and please attach photograph(s)
Obsolete boxes now used as housing for defibrillator

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity
Representativeness

Remodelled phone boxes designed by Giles Gilbert Scott in 1935

Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value

A traditional piece of street furniture that now performs a
different, but valued community role. It is reused as housing for
a defibrillator in Hawk Street.

Group value
Artistic interest

The K6 was the first red telephone kiosk to be extensively used
outside London, and many thousands were deployed in places
across the UK.

Historic association

In 1935 the K6 (kiosk number six) was designed to
commemorate the silver jubilee of King George V

Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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Name and location of the nomination (OS grid reference)
VR Post Box and George VI (1936–1952) wall box. Netherstreet ( ST979649) and Hawk Street
(ST969646)

Short description of the nomination - and please attach photograph(s)
G6R wall box, 1930s

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity

The Victoria and George VI wall boxes exist in small numbers.
This Victoria wall box is one of 2900 in the UK

Representativeness
Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value
Group value
Artistic interest
Historic association
Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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Name and location of the nomination (OS grid reference)
The Millennium Cross (ST963651)

Short description of the nomination - and please attach photograph(s)
A carved stone cross made to celebrate the millennium

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity
Representativeness
Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value
Group value
Artistic interest
Historic association
Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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Name and location of the nomination
Stone slab stile, Horsepool. ( ST965655 )
Short description of the nomination

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity
Representativeness
Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value
Group value
Artistic interest
Historic association
Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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Name and location of the nomination
Village Sign Post (ST963651 )
Short description of the nomination

What makes it significant? (See explanations of criteria listed overleaf):
Criterion (tick relevant)

Your comments

Rarity
Representativeness
Architectural interest
Townscape/Landscape value
Group value
Artistic interest
Historic association
Archaeological interest
Other? Extra?
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